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merit levels, and obligation authority to MPOs and local entities
through ISTEA conferences in each state. These conferences can lead to
agreements on funding priorities and processes for distributing Surface
Transportation Program funds.

Technical tools for financial planning and project evaluation must
be developed to enable multimodal programming and prioritization.
ISTEA requires immediate development of fiscally constrained and
multimodal TIPs in priority order. The industry cannot wait for the
development of sophisticated new tools. The near-term focus must
therefore be on widely disseminating information on experiences in the
industry, both successes and failures. The FHWA electronic bulletin
board and federal, state, and local staff exchanges are two possible
means of facilitating information transfer.

Special efforts are required to make the TIP process accessible and
meaningful to the broader range of participants that must now be
involved. The new requirement for public participation in TIP develop-
ment suggests that states and MPOs must affirmatively reach out to
involve people and groups in the process. Consequently, the process,
which is arcane and complex, must be translated into meaningful
terms.

Metropolitan Long-Range Plans

Long-range plans should define an integrated multimodal and inter-
modal transportation system. ISTEA calls for MPOs to define a metro-
politan transportation system. The ISTEA required planning factors
extend that system to include all modes, as well as the connections
between modes.

Although ISTEA stipulated a realistic and implementable plan, this
requirement should serve to reinforce accountability and stimulate
advocacy, and not to constrain the long-range vision in a region. The
new requirements on financial reasonableness in ISTEA force the long-
range plan to move beyond a wish list to the difficult choices between
system maintenance and enhancement and system expansion. If the
plan can serve to focus a community's attention on these choices, it can
also serve as a base for advocacy for the resources required to imple-
ment a new vision for the community.

The multiple planning factors enumerated in ISTEA imply that the
metropolitan plan must extend beyond a narrow transportation focus